
                        

                              

 

COVID-19 Duty of Care Policy 
 
Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) believes in science and a data-informed approach to 
prevention. With an ever-changing reality around COVID-19, SADD relies on the nation's leading health 
organizations to advise best practices. SADD believes we each have a duty to protect ourselves and one 
another by following guidance from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). In general, SADD 
strongly encourages the use of masks, the COVID-19 vaccination, social distancing, and frequent 
handwashing to help stop the spread and keep one another safe. The organization strongly encourages 
members to engage in a meaningful conversation with their parents/legal guardian and health care 
professionals to take all steps available and necessary to protect their personal health and safety, as well as 
the health and safety of other people with whom they may come in contact. SADD further requires all 
personnel, participants, and affiliates to comply with local, state, and federal laws, policies, and Executive 
Orders.  

 
Guidance to Chapters 
As SADD chapters resume in-person activities, the health and safety of individual participants is of utmost 
importance. SADD chapters must comply with their host organization's policies in all respects, especially as it 
relates to COVID-19. SADD strongly encourages chapters to follow the current guidance of the CDC and local 
and state health officials related to the COVID-19 protocol. In general, SADD strongly encourages the use of 
masks, the COVID-19 vaccination, social distancing, and frequent handwashing to help stop the spread and 
keep one another safe. Chapters must also follow venue policies, should they host events. 
 
Guidance to Team Members 
SADD is an organization committed to the health of our team members. The organization strongly 
recommends vaccination against COVID-19 and strongly encourages team members to engage in a 
meaningful conversation with their health care professionals and take all steps available and necessary to 
protect their personal health and safety, as well as the health and safety of other people with whom they may 
come in contact. SADD recommends that staff members follow the guidance of the CDC as it relates to 
personal preventive measures and requires compliance with local, state, and federal laws, policies, and 
Executive Orders.  
 
Guidance to Event Participants  
As an organization that promotes mental wellness as well as physical safety and wellness, SADD believes 
there is great value in being able to assemble to engage in programming together (in-person). The health and 
safety of our participants is of paramount importance. SADD will monitor community spread across the region 
where any event will be held and the communities from which individuals will be coming. Participants should 
understand the risks associated with travel and take the necessary preventative steps to keep themselves 
safe while in transit, as advised by the CDC. The organization strongly recommends vaccination against 
COVID-19 and strongly encourages individuals to engage in a meaningful conversation with their health care 
professionals. SADD strongly encourages individuals to test for COVID-19 before they travel to any event to 
reduce the likelihood of transmission. SADD will make every attempt to maximize current best practices for 
events, as recommended by the CDC. As a law-abiding organization, SADD will comply with local, state, 
federal, and venue laws, policies, and Executive Orders. While SADD will take reasonable steps to protect 
those attending events, participants should understand the risks of any gathering and/or travel and are 
responsible for protecting themselves by modeling safe practices. If a participant is experiencing symptoms or 
has been exposed to COVID-19, that participant should not jeopardize the safety of others and must not 
attend events. Individuals feeling unwell or testing positive should contact their healthcare professional and 
follow CDC protocol to reduce the transmission of COVID-19.  


