Template Letter to College Presidents (who have not signed on to the Amethyst Initiative) 

[DATE]
Dear President [ENTER NAME]:

[ENTER STATE or SCHOOL] SADD thanks you for your choice not to support the Amethyst Initiative seeking to lower the minimum legal drinking age (MLDA) to 18. We believe that lowering the current MLDA would likely do little, if anything, to reduce problematic drinking behaviors on college campuses and would contribute to the downward age trending of initiation into alcohol use by legally moving it into the high school community. According to SADD’s national Teens Today research, students in grades 6-12 ranked the drinking age as the number one reason why they choose not to use alcohol.
You are certainly aware of the critical medical research showing the serious negative effects that alcohol has on the developing brain through a young person’s mid-twenties and the evidence that the younger a person starts to drink, the more likely he or she is to develop alcohol problems in later life.  We agree that preventing underage drinking is a difficult issue, and it will take a powerful investment by many players to reduce the problem, but we do not think changing the drinking age to 18 is part of the solution.

According to The Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Prevent and Reduce Underage Drinking, alcohol use by young people is a leading contributor to death from injuries, plays a significant role in risky sexual behavior, increases the risk of assault, and is associated with academic failure and illicit drug use. Specifically, this report highlights that:

· An estimated 1,700 college students die each year from alcohol-related injuries;

· Approximately 600,000 students are injured while under the influence of alcohol;

· Some 700,000 students are assaulted by other students who have been drinking; and 

· About 100,000 students are victims of alcohol-related sexual assaults or date rapes.

In addition, impaired driving crashes kill thousands of young people each year and injure many more.

We know that many colleges have figured out ways to decrease underage drinking and binge drinking and have seen significant changes in a number of measures, including decreased assaults, arrests, ejections from public events and traffic violations. The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) released a comprehensive report studying the problem of underage drinking on college campuses just five years ago, and many of their recommendations have yet to be implemented.

[ENTER STATE or SCHOOL] SADD is asking you to do what you can to support efforts to maintain the current minimum legal drinking age of 21 years old.

Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME

YOUR POSITION

CONTACT INFORMATION]

