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THE CONSEQUENCES OF LEGALIZING MARIJUANA

1. INCREASED USE AMONG ADULTS AND YOUTH

The number of teenage and adult users will double or triple if marijuana is legalized. This will
mean an additional 17 to 34 million adult and young users in the United States. [FN1]

Marijuana businesses will promote their products and package them in attractive ways to increase
their market share (see attached pictures of marijuana “candy”).

ASK YOURSELF: Do you think increased marijuana use among teenagers and adults is good for
our country and its future?

2. NEGATIVE IMPACT ON YOUTH

Marijuana can cause disinterest in activities, lower grades and isolation from the family. It can
permanently impair brain development. Problem solving, concentration, motivation and memory
are negatively affected. Teens who use marijuana are more likely to engage in delinquent and
dangerous behavior and experience increased risk of schizophrenia and depression including
being three times more likely to have suicidal thoughts. [FN2]

Marijuana-using teens are more likely to have multiple sexual partners and engage in unsafe sex.
[FN3]

Our drug treatment facilities are full of young people dealing with marijuana related problems.
One study of children in treatment showed that, 48% were admitted for abuse or addiction to
marijuana, while only 19.3 % for alcohol and 2.9 % for cocaine, 2.4 % for methamphetamine and
2.3 % for heroin. [FN4]

Marijuana use accounts for tens of thousands of marijuana related complaints at emergency
rooms throughout the United States each year. Over 99,000 are young people. [FN5]



Despite arguments by the drug culture to the contrary, marijuana is addictive. [FN6] The levels of
THC (marijuana’s psychoactive ingredient) have never been higher. Higher potency marijuana is
a major factor why marijuana is the number one drug causing young people to enter treatment
and why there has been a substantial increase in the number of Americans in treatment for
marijuana dependence. [FN7]

ASK YOURSELF: Would you want your son or daughter to become involved in using
marijuana?

3. IMPAIRED AND DANGEROUS DRIVING

Marijuana significantly impairs the ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. Driving problems
include: decreased handling performance, inability to maintain headway, impaired time and
distance estimation, increased reaction times, sleepiness, impaired sustained vigilance and lack of
motor coordination. [FN§]

Marijuana is the most prevalent drug found in fatally injured drivers testing positive for drugs.
[FN9]

More than 12 % of high school seniors admitted to driving under the influence of marijuana in
the two weeks prior being surveyed. [FN10]

13 % of high school seniors said they drove after using marijuana while only 10 % drove after
having five or more drinks. Vehicle accidents are the leading cause of death among those aged 15
to 20. [FN11]

A study of high school students showed that about 28,000 seniors each year admitted that they
were in at least one accident after using marijuana. [FN12]

ASK YOURSELF: Do you want more impaired drivers on our interstates and roadways?
4. INCREASED-RISK EMPLOYEES

Employees who tested positive for marijuana had 55% more industrial accidents and 85% more
injuries compared to those that tested negative on a pre-employment exam and they had
absenteeism rates 75% higher than those that tested negative. [FN13]

Marijuana use can cause impairment of short-term memory, attention, motor skills, reaction time,
and the organization and integration of complex information. Marijuana use can cause decreased
motivation and can cause mental health problems. Employees who use marijuana off-duty are
still effected by it at work for the next few days. Impaired cognition can remain for a long period.
Memory defects can last as long as six weeks. [FN14]



Employers may be liable for the actions of employees who use marijuana especially those
employees in safety sensitive positions.

ASK YOURSELF: If you were an employer, would you want to hire an employee who uses
marijuana?

5. MARIJUANA USE AND TRAUMA

A study of all patients admitted to a shock-trauma unit showed 34.7% had used marijuana very
recently. [FN15]

In a study of seriously injured drivers admitted to a shock-trauma center, 26.9 % of the drivers
tested positive for marijuana. [FN16]

ASK YOURSELF: Is using marijuana a safe thing to do?

If you answered 'no' to any one of the above questions, then you should also say 'no' to
legalizing marijuana for recreational use.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: www.dfaf.org
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